Levels of glandular kallikrein in whole saliva obtained from patients with solid tumors remote from the oral cavity.
Glandular kallikrein activity in whole saliva was determined in 16 patients with malignant tumors distant from the oral cavity and in an equal number of healthy control subjects of similar age and sex distribution. The level of glandular kallikrein was significantly greater in saliva obtained from the patients with solid tumours as determined with a tripeptide nitro-anilide substrate, D-Val-Leu-ArgpNA. A basis for the higher levels of glandular kallikrein in saliva obtained from the solid tumor patients has not been established, nor is it possible to establish a role for glandular kallikrein in the pathogenesis of malignant disease. The higher level of glandular kallikrein observed in whole saliva obtained from patients with solid tumors suggests the need for further investigation of the role of kallikrein in malignant disease and the usefulness of salivary measurements of this enzyme as a reflection of systemic changes.